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From the Principal’s Desk 
 
Dear Parents and Guardians: 
 
I would like to focus this month on the successes of the students at Oyster River High School.  I have 
tremendous respect for our students and what they are capable of accomplishing.  I have spent the last 26 
years working with Oyster River students at the middle school level and this is the first year that I have really 
been able to focus on the amazing things they accomplish at high school level and beyond. 
 
Recently Oyster River High School was nominated for an Excellence in Education Award(also know at the 
“EDies”).  This is an award given every year by to recognize a single high school in the state of New 
Hampshire for the work they do to benefit their students.  Once a school is nominated they are asked to do a 
30 minute presentation to the awards committee on the special and unique qualities of their school.  On 
January 31st a group of students and staff made a presentation to the board on behalf of Oyster River High 
School.   Four students participated and were asked to share with the committee what they valued about 
Oyster River High School.  The students who participated were freshmen Megan Neal, sophomore Wade 
Belanger and seniors Paige Moody and Joe Hempflng.  It was very impressive to see just how passionately 
and articulately these 4 students describe our school.  The four of them represented a real cross-section of our 
student population. They spoke about everything from the transition to high school, to support services for 
struggling students, to vocational offerings to preparation for life after high school.  It was a very proud day for 
me as a first year principal.  The awards committee was very impressed as well. 
 
One of the things that came out of our EDies presentation was a discussion of the wide ranging 
accomplishments of ORHS students.  One of the most impressive statistics we shared was that for the class of 
2011 we had a 100% high school completion rate.  There were only 10 schools in the state to accomplish this 
and of that only 4 that were public high schools.  This school accomplishment is really about the hard work and 
determination of our entire student body and teaching staff.  The exciting thing is that we are on track to have 
similar results this year for the class of 2012.  When outside observers first walk into Oyster River High School 
they are always impressed by two things.  One impression is the wide ranging opportunities for enriching and 
engaging experiences that are occurring throughout the building on a regular basis.  Our teachers and 
students really work to make every day meaningful.  The second impression is the high level of student 
engagement in the educational process.  Contrary to what some in the community might say, even the most 
disengaged student at ORHS has something in their day that is very meaningful to them.  There is always 
room for improvement with regards to student engagement but the vast majority of our student population 
recognizes and appreciates the education that they have the opportunity to access at ORHS.  
 
Individually our students accomplish a great deal.  We had 10% of our students make highest honors for the 
second quarter and another 30% that were high honors.  The 2011 NECAP scores came out a few weeks ago 
and our students did great.  In the fall we asked our juniors to really take the test seriously and give it their best 
effort.  The kids really came through.  Although we won’t know about our AYP status for another month or so 
the students showed growth in a lot of areas.  One area that I am most proud of is our improvement in the area 
of statistics and probability on the math test.  This was an area targeted by our district improvement plan as 
well as our school improvement plan.  We also doubled the number of students scoring in the highest level on 
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both the math and writing NECAPs.  The NECAP data is very encouraging and reflects very well on our 
students and their efforts.   
 
Over the next few months our seniors will be finding out what colleges they have gotten accepted.  It is still 
early in the process but it has been exciting to talk with many seniors who are starting to make plans for post 
high school.  We have students getting into a wide range of prestigious colleges and universities.  This is an 
exciting time of year to be at ORHS.  We won’t have the data on this year’s seniors for a while but last year’s 
seniors got accepted to more than 400 colleges and universities.  That works out to an average of 2-3 College 
options per graduating student.  This data is a real testament to the hard work and determination of our 
students.  I anticipate the data on the class of 2012 to be just as impressive. 
 
In closing, on January 18th the Oyster River School Board voted to make me the permanent principal of Oyster 
River High School.  Please know that I am honored to serve the school district in this capacity and am looking 
forward to seeing all of the great things that our students will accomplish in the coming years. 
 
 
 
ORHS English Department 
 
Class & Department Activities:   
 
Poetry Out Loud: 
  On January 10th, students across grade levels participated in the ORHS competition for Poetry Out Loud – a 
national poetry recitation contest.  The event featured judges from the school and UNH community, ORHS 
Poet Laureate Daniel Belshaw as the emcee, and music from students in our jazz band.  The student 
competitors’ performances showcased their talent for and love of poetry.  After an evening of wonderful poems, 
Michaela Wiberg earned 1st place and Lydia Beller-McKenna won 2nd place.  Michaela will go on to represent 
Oyster River at the regional competition on Wednesday, March 21st at the Rochester Opera House.  Come 
support Michaela – for more information contact Mr. Kelly 
 
British Literature: 
  Mr. Brewer’s British Literature classes recently celebrated the 200th birthday of Charles Dickens by focusing 
on some of the Victorian era’s finest writers. Poems by Queen Victoria’s favourite poet, Alfred, Lord Tennyson, 
were analyzed and the culmination was a major paper linking his finest works to the values inherent in 
Victorian Britain. The poems of Robert Browning and Elizabeth Barrett-Browning were also discussed and a 
play was read in class which told the story of their extraordinary courtship and elopement. Connections were 
made between Queen Victoria, Britain’s longest serving monarch, and Queen Elizabeth 2, who celebrated her 
Diamond Jubilee this month and who is now the country’s second longest serving monarch, a mere four years 
behind Victoria’s 64 year reign. 
 
Course Offerings for 2012-2013: 
 
Yearbook Class: 
  After a one year hiatus, Advanced Publications (our yearbook journalism class), is being offered again by the 
English Department.  Those interested in the exciting, real-world experience of creating this publication should 
see Ms. Horsley in room 104 as soon as possible to pick up an application.  Students in grades 10-12 will be 
accepted into the class by application only.   
 
Newspaper Class: 
  Also coming off a one year hiatus, Journalism II has returned to the English Department’s course offerings.  
Students will further develop and apply their skills from Journalism I as they staff the ORHS newspaper, Mouth 
of the River.  This course allows students to see the application and publication of their creative, investigative, 
and informative work.  Any students with questions should see Mr. Kelly in room 212. 
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Advanced Seminar in Literature: 
  This course is for highly motivated seniors who have demonstrated considerable ability in interpretive reading, 
critical thinking, library research, and the writing of analytical papers. The seminar nature of the course 
demands that students be committed to sharing ideas and pooling knowledge. Students must be prepared for 
extensive reading and vigorous participation in intellectual discussion. Those enrolling in this course must be 
ready to take turns teaching the class, do oral presentations, and help decide what types of papers will be 
written and how often. Through a process of negotiation, the students and teacher will design a good part of 
the course. Students selecting this course will be asked to write an application essay if more than 15 students 
sign up. Students who complete this course are encouraged to take the AP exam for English Literature and 
Composition. 
  
Prerequisites: An extremely strong academic record in English including at least two semesters in American or 
British Literature and/or strong teacher recommendation. Students should see Ms. Sullivan, room T105, if they 
have further questions. 
 
Save the Date: 
 
Poetry Night at Durham Public Library:  
  Mark your calendars for April 18th!  Students from Oyster River High School English classes are invited to 
share their original poems at a Poetry Night hosted by the Durham Public Library.  The evening’s events will be 
emceed by ORHS’s own poet laureate, Daniel Belshaw.  There will also be special appearances by the 2012 
Poetry Out Loud finalist and semi finalist, Michaela Wiberg and Lydia Beller-McKenna.  All students, parents, 
and community members are invited to attend.   
 
Macbeth on the ORHS Stage:  
  On March 21st in the high school auditorium, the travelling acting troupe, Shakespeare and Company, will 
perform one of Shakespeare’s most famous tragedies for the freshman class.  This performance complements 
the study of Shakespeare’s works in all Essentials of English classes.  Parents interested in attending this 
performance should contact the main office for more information.   
 
 
 
New!  High School Book Group Forming at the Durham Public Library 
 
The book group will meet once a month on Early Release Wednesdays (This year, that’s April 11 & May 9) 
from about 1:00 – 2:00.  Students choose the books to read, the library supplies pizza, and Ruth Wharton-
McDonald hosts the group and brings additional snacks.  The middle school group (Bookeaters) has been a lot 
of fun.  This is the grown-up edition.  Bring your book ideas, name suggestions (we need a name for the 
group), your enthusiasm, and your appetite. The title of the first book will be posted on the Durham Public 
Library’s website and in their weekly e-newsletter as soon as we choose a title.  Copies of the book will be 
available at DPL.  Hope to see you there on April 11!   
 
 
 
The High School Drama Department 
 
The High School Drama Department is in rehearsals for two shows right now.  The first is the One Act Play for 
the New Hampshire Educational Theater Guild Festival.  This year we will be competing in Salem.  However, 
we will be performing it for the Oyster River public on March 16 in the High School Auditorium at 7:00 p.m. 
  
The second performance in rehearsals is the Spring Musical.  This year the musical is "CHICAGO."  It will be 
performed May 10, 11 and 12. 
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ORHS World Language News  February 2012 
 
 
 
National French and Spanish Honor Society members are available for tutoring during the 
school day and after school in the homework den.  If your children would like some extra help 
please contact their teachers directly and arrangements will be made for the extra help they 
need.  

 
Ms. Mary Beaton of the World Language Department of ORHS was 
recently awarded a Target Field Trip Grant.  This grant money will be 
used to help cover expenses for the annual Level 3 Language 
excursion to the Museum of Fine Arts in Boston. During this trip, 
students in French 3 and Spanish 3 culminate a 3 week art unit, in 
which they studied in detail the lives and styles of famous French and 
Spanish artists.  This trip affords students an opportunity that they 
might not otherwise have to see up close and personal the original 
pieces that they have been studying. 
 
All World Language students at ORHS  experience “Mardi Gras” or “Carnaval” in languages classes during 
February.  While delving into the culture that surround these festivals, students create masks, banners and 
papier maché creations the likes of which are seen in typical parades and celebrations around the world. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ORHS Quiz Bowl Team/Season 
 
 The Quiz Bowl season is heading towards its New Hampshire state playoffs in 
April, and at this point it appears that Oyster River High School will be one of the top six 
high schools to compete in the tournament at Phillips Exeter Academy.  Led by captain, 
Devin Thomas, ORHS has put together very competitive A and B squads which have 
included: Eliza Balch, Christian Davis, Dan Novak, Drew Horton, Giles Huddleston, 
Wesley Hutton, Kristen Laaman, and Taylor Milliman. 
 

 Budget cuts at NHPTV channel 11 canceled this year’s Granite State Challenge, so since October of 
this school year the Oyster River Quiz Bowl team has made its way to regional tournaments all over New 
Hampshire.  Our most successful outing of late was the Northern Region Tournament at Lisbon High School, 
where our team posted a record of 9-1 in the ten round event.  Most recently, our team tallied a score of 6-4 at 
last week’s tournament at Londonderry High School.  
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OYSTER RIVER COOPERATIVE SCHOOL DISTRICT 
OYSTER RIVER HIGH SCHOOL 
HEALTH OFFICE 
 

FEBRUARY 1, 2012 
 
Dear Parent/Guardian of 8th Grade Students, Class 2016: 
 
The Oyster River Cooperative School District (ORCSD) has implemented a new policy that requires all 
students entering 9th grade to have a physical examination by a licensed medical provider.  This new policy 
went into effect beginning September 2007.  Ninth grade students will be excluded from school if they fail to 
provide documentation of a complete physical examination within the 2012 calendar year (January 1, 2012 - 
December 31, 2012).   This year please remember to obtain a current physical examination for your child.  You 
may submit it to the ORHS school nurse on or before the start of school this fall 2012. If your child’s physical is 
not due until October, 2012, November, 2012, or December, 2012, then contact the school nurse with this 
information. Telephone call, voice mail, or email is acceptable.  See below for contact information.  You will be 
asked for the date of the appointment with the pediatrician and if possible, please bring a copy of the most 
recent physical, for example one from 2011 at the start of school in the fall.  If your child will be participating in 
a fall sport, please note that a physical must be on file at the beginning of tryouts which is usually mid-August 
2012, so plan accordingly. 
 
Upon completion of the physical examination, your child’s medical provider should complete an examination 
form used in their practice or the school form available on the high school website.  Please make sure the 
immunizations are updated and documented, the school must have a record of all vaccines administered to 
your child.  Send the completed form to your child’s school nurse.  It is best to use a primary care provider, if 
your child does not have a medical provider and you need assistance in finding one please call your school 
nurse.  If your child needs medical insurance please contact Healthy Kids at 1-877-464-2447. 
 
The ORCSD wants to ensure that students come to school healthy and ready to learn every day.  Teens and 
children with asthma, depression, and other treatable illnesses will miss less school, and will perform better in 
school if these illnesses are diagnosed and managed well.  In addition, a complete physical examination is an 
important way to ensure students receive factual information and have an opportunity to ask questions about 
healthy behaviors and lifestyle choices, such as limiting television and screen time, proper nutrition, avoiding 
alcohol, and tobacco use.  Medical providers can provide a confidential setting for teens to discuss these 
matters. 
 
In addition, the physical examination is a critical time to ensure your child has received all preventive health 
screens, as well as all recommended vaccines.  New regulations for 2009-2010 school year involve the 
chickenpox, and tetanus, diphtheria, pertussis (Tdap) vaccines. Tetanus boosters have been required every 
ten years, but now 11year old (and older) must receive a one-time dose of Tdap vaccine if it has been 5 years 
or longer since the last documented tetanus immunization.  Some may need their second MMR at this time. 
Students who are 11-12 years of age (and older) are eligible for two newer vaccines: Boostrix and Menactra.  
Boostrix protects teens against pertussis or whooping cough, which is a common cause of prolonged cough 
and missed school days, and can result in serious complications for younger siblings.  In addition, Boostrix 
provides a tetanus booster and protection against diphtheria. Menactra protects against a form of bacterial 
meningitis, or inflammation of the brain and spinal cord.  Please talk with your primary care provider about 
other needed or available vaccines and make sure that all received vaccines are documented. 
 
Sincerely,Danuta Richards R.N., M.S., ORHS School Nurse  
 
603-868-2375, ext. 6005, FAX 603-868-1355 
Forms are available online:www.orcsd.org/orhs/ 
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Economics 
 

 
 
Brennan Young, Griffin Sinclair-Wingate, 
Giles Huddleston and Zach Park 
were selected from their Economics class to participate in the following competition beginning this week.  
 
Competition Overview 
The Global JA Titan Challenge allows teams of high school and university students to act as Chief Executive 
Officers (CEOs) of virtual manufacturing companies and compete to earn the highest performance index. The 
teams are prompted to make decisions that affect the profitability and sustainability of their virtual company 
and attempt to outperform their competitors in profit, sales, and market share. They set prices, determine 
production levels, invest capital in their facilities, plan marketing and research, and designate contributions to 
charities.   
  
Virtual Round 1: February 7 to March 1, 2012 
Virtual Round 2: March 6 to April 2, 2012 
Final In-Person Round: August 6 to 10, 2012, JA of Delaware, Wilmington, Delaware USA 
   
Cash Prizes and Travel 
The following travel scholarships and prizes will be awarded: 
• Travel scholarships will be awarded to the top 3 teams of two from the following 5 JA Regions: Africa, 
Americas, Asia Pacific, Europe, United States.  Each scholarship covers the cost of airfare, lodging, meals, 
and activities during the Challenge. 
• The following cash prizes will be awarded in U.S. dollars to the top five teams at the live event: 
 First place $3,000 , second place $2,000, third place $1,000, fourth place $500, fifth place $250 
 
Final Round: Final Face-to- Face Round: August 6-10, 2012, held at the JA World Facility at the offices of JA 
of Delaware in Wilmington, Delaware.  
 
 
 
News from ORHS Library 
 
The library has its first-ever intern this semester. As an avid reader and regular library user, junior Aidan 
Bolduc already knows what libraries are like from the patron's side of the desk. Over the next few months, he'll 
be helping to run the circulation desk, creating displays, and coming up with new ideas for promoting the library 
resources and programs. Promotion of materials in a 21st-Century library has become more of a challenge, as 
many of our resources are digital, and therefore "invisible." Having a student's perspective as we find ways to 
increase awareness of our e-books, downloadable audio books, and other resources will help us immensely. 
In spite of all those digital resources, our print collection still garners a great deal of interest with both staff and 
students. Over the last three years in the ORHS library, book circulation has increased by 56 percent, and 
many students voice a preference for "real books" over their digital equivalents. It's an exciting time to be 
involved in libraries, and we hope to give Aidan an opportunity to learn about the varying needs of library users 
and the ways we strive to serve them all. 
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GO BOBCATS!! 
 
Upcoming Senior Nights: 
Girls Basketball- February 17th vs. Manchester West 6:30pm 
Boys Hockey- February 18th vs. Timberlane 12:30pm @ Whittemore Center 
Boys Basketball- February 21st vs. Portsmouth 6:30pm 
 
 
 
Unified Basketball  
 
 Oyster River Unified Basketball has had an outstanding 2012 season.  Led by Head Coach Steve Lord 
the Bobcats have posted a 2-1-1 regular season record and are gearing up for their first playoff game on 
February 9th at 3:30 against rival Dover. The members of the 2012 Bobcats are Daniel Melanson, Eric Stelter, 
Kate Messler, Cody Guthrie and Cameron Soule.  Come support the Bobcats on their playoff run.   
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